
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Read to Achieve 

Important Dates 
2010-2011 

 
October 28-30, 2010 
-KRA Conference 
(optional) 
 
November 8, 2010  
-Fall Diagnostic 
Assessment Data 
Due 
 
January 15, 2011 
-Program Report Due 
 
May 15, 2011 
-Program Report Due 

Differentiated Learning 
Branch 

 

Office of Next 
Generation Learners 

Larry Taylor,  
Division Director 

Kim Willhoite, 
Elementary Intervention 

Consultant 

Kristi McIntosh,  
Administrative 

Specialist 

 

 

I hope you have had a good start to 
your new year. By this point, I know 
you are working with your students, 
and many are working on submitting 
the diagnostic data to me by the 
deadline, November 8.  
 

Don’t forget, the most up-to-date 
information may be found at the 
following link.  
 

RTA Schools … 

 

Data Reporting 

 On October 7, I sent an e-
mail containing information 
for submitting fall 
diagnostic data. In the e-
mail, you found an 
attachment containing 
directions on how to create 
an ad hoc filter in Infinite 
Campus, open the data in 
an Excel document, input 
the data and save it as an 
.xls document. The 
directions are posted on 
the RTA Web page. Click 
here to see the directions, 
important information and 
FAQ.  

Schools that are using 
AIMSweb, Discovery 
Education, or MAP are not 
required to submit data as 
that information will be 

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instr
uctional+Resources/Read+To+Achiev
e/ 
 

Again, I encourage you to sign up for 
the RSS feeds on the What’s New 
Web page so you are aware of the 
most current RTA news. Click here for 
the directions to receive RSS updates. 
 
 

Kim Willhoite 
RTA Coordinator 

obtained directly from the 
testing vendor. There are 
a few stipulations on this, 
so please see the specific 
information on each 
assessment.  

Schools are not required 
to follow specific testing 
windows or testing 
schedules when 
administering 
assessments.  

Schools are required to 
administer the 
assessment(s) in the fall 
(August-October) and 
again in the spring (March-
May). Fall and spring data 
must be submitted to KDE.  

Fall assessment data are 
due by November 8.  

Regular progress 
monitoring is expected 
throughout the school 
year, but progress 
monitoring data does not 
need to be submitted to 
KDE.   

October 2010 

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Read+To+Achieve/Grant+Compliance/RTA+Data+Reporting.htm
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Read+To+Achieve/Grant+Compliance/RTA+Data+Reporting.htm
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Read+To+Achieve/
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Read+To+Achieve/
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Read+To+Achieve/
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Read+To+Achieve/Resources/Adding+RSS+Feeds.htm


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don't worry that 
children never listen to 
you; worry that they 
are always watching 
you.  

 -Robert Fulghum 

Chain Notes: provide an opportunity to examine others’ thinking; encourage 
synthesis and evaluation over recall; allow various levels of entry points; best 
for checking for understanding after students have had some opportunities to 
learn and explore the concept. 
 Students think about the question posed by the teacher that is printed at 

the top of a sheet of paper (i.e., How are individual rights protected?). 
 In their heads, students compose sentences/statements that answer the 

question. 
 The paper will come around, and the students will read the other 

statements and add something new. 
 Answers can be read aloud or projected from an overhead to allow 

students opportunity to give feedback on their statements or defend 
their reasoning. 

 

Formative Assessment Strategy 

 

The KRA Conference is being held at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in 
Lexington. The conference is set for October 28-30. Attendance at the 
conference is not required for RTA Interventionists this year. 
However, all RTA teachers are strongly encouraged to attend if funding 
is available. Click here for the conference Web page and here for the 
conference program.  
 

Kentucky Reading Association Conference 
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Kentucky Parent Information & Resource Center 

 The Kentucky Parent 
Information and Resource 
Center (KYPIRC), 
coordinated through the Ohio 
Valley Educational 
Cooperative (OVEC), 
focuses on building the 
capacity of LEAs and schools 
by providing the trainer of 
trainer (TOT) model to a 
variety of educational 
professionals, including a 
TOT component for parent 
education providers 
statewide. This training 
includes the NCLB Parent 
University core curriculum 
and other topics important to 
parents of children from birth 
through grade 12. KYPIRC 
staff is located in three sites: 
Christian County, Bullitt 
County and Floyd County,  

but serve the entire state. 

 
KYPIRC staff members 

work with Kentucky Family 
Resource Center 
coordinators and attend 
regional Family Resource 
Center meetings where they 
provide training and share 
the resources of the KYPIRC 
with these professionals. 
KYPIRC collaborates with 
the Family Resource Centers 
to disseminate information 
and partner on events such 
as family nights and 
orientation workshops for 
parents.  

KYPIRC produces a 
monthly Title I newsletter 
and Parent/Child Activity 
Calendar. The newsletter 

focuses on information  

parents need to know, and 
the Parent/Child 
Calendars provide parents 
with daily tips and 
activities to support their 
child’s educational growth. 
The newsletter is 
disseminated monthly to 
all Title I directors 
throughout the state and is 
also available on the 
KYPIRC website 
(www.kypirc.org) for 
principals, teachers, 
Family Resource and 
Youth Services Centers 
and others to personalize 
and use for ongoing parent 
involvement efforts.  

http://kyreading.org/Conference.aspx
http://www.kyreading.org/documents/KRAConferenceProgram2010.pdf
http://www.kyreading.org/documents/KRAConferenceProgram2010.pdf
http://www.kypirc.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Struggling readers need confident teachers. Attending workshops, reading research, 
and talking with other teachers will build your own knowledge base and repertoire of 
tools. 
• Take time to share your successes and frustrations in teaching reading with 

other teachers. Join a literacy discussion group online at numerous sites like 
ReadingLady.com 

• Ask the librarian to help you search for books on certain themes at different 
reading levels. Use Amazon.com referrals, librarian best picks lists, teacher 
recommendations and other resources to help you find new books. 

• Ask for a sub for an hour to visit other teachers’ classrooms or swap with 
another teacher. 

• Tape-record yourself during a reading group — are you asking the same type of 
questions to all of your students? Are you interrupting your struggling readers 
often? 

• Make sure your reading program is balanced. Use the Monday - Friday reminder 
to ask yourself: 
 

 

Monday - Friday Reminder 
 

 

Meaning and Motivation - Am I focusing on comprehension, story grammar, 
predicting skills, retelling and different genres? Am I providing options to readers? 
Have I found out the interests of my students?  
 

 

Tactile - Am I involving lots of body parts in reading? 
 

 

Words - Am I expanding vocabulary, developing phonemic awareness, showing 
patterns in words, teaching parts of speech, showing how to chunk words and 
playing with language? 
 

 

Thinking - Am I developing critical thinking skills, text-to-self connections, text-to 
text-connections and point of view analysis? 
 

 

Fluency and Flexible Grouping - Am I encouraging fluency through choral 
reading, reader’s theater and repeated readings? Am I providing all readers 
opportunities to work with readers of different abilities? 
 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Tips for teaching struggling readers. (n.d.). Struggling Readers. Retrieved August 31, 2009, from  
 

http://www.cia.indiana.edu/TPRO/files/StrugglingReaders_1-26_JG.pdf 

Evaluate your own teaching and don’t be afraid to ask for help 

“By three methods we 
may learn wisdom: 
first, by reflection, 
which is noblest; 
second, by imitation, 
which is easiest; and 
third, by experience, 
which is the most 
bitter.” 

-Confucius 
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